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Note: I’m in the process of getting all the URL’s for those announcements/e-mails/letters/packages mentioned in this document; hopefully I’ll have them all hyperlinked inside an updated version of this document soon, so please be patient.

Apri la menté a quel ch’lo ti paleso, e fermalvi entro.

Canto V, verses 40-41, ‘Il Paradisio’

Dante Alighieri, La divina commedia
Longfellow’s Edition

INTRODUCTION

For the last twenty-odd years, cryptic ‘announcements’ have appeared every May 1st (and on various other, less frequent, dates), since 1981, in the Arizona Daily Wildcat, the student newspaper of the University of Arizona, Tuscon.

The former webmaster of the online edition, Bryan Hance, became fascinated by the mystery and established a website with scans of the announcements.

Is it all just an elaborate hoax? Or does this group really exist and believe what the messages seem to imply? If nothing else, the announcements are interesting curiosities and baffling puzzles.
The following is a succinct introduction to the May Day Mystery (succinct – at 30+ pages!). The majority of the ideas/theories expressed in these pages are not mine, but rather those of the numerous May Day Mystery contributors (you know who you are!) and the Fortean Times Message Board, which is a great place to kick around some extreme speculation. I am merely the humble compiler/editor of this document, and occasional contributor.

If you see an error, wish to make a contribution to the Summary, want to throw around ideas, or provide constructive criticism, you are more than welcome to e-mail me. Any comments regarding the May Day Mystery website, any questions for Bryan Hance, or any clues regarding the various announcements, e-mails or packages should be taken directly to Bryan himself.

I would like to point out that this introduction/Summary will more than likely be in a constant state of flux, as we come across new people, places and information; therefore, always try to have the current version downloaded, for ease of use (and sanity).

But above all, as the Orphanage are so often reminding us, “have fun!”

Craig, editor
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THE ORPHANAGE: GENERAL (Back to Contents)
A note on terminology: The term ‘The Freaks’ is sometimes employed by the contributors to refer to those who post the announcements and send the e-mails/packages to Bryan; this is meant to be in no way derogative – it is intended merely in jest, and the Orphanage does seem to have taken it in the manner intended.
A second note on terminology: when referring to the Orphanage’s information posted in the Arizona Daily Wildcat, the terms preferred by the Orphanage are ‘Announcements’ or ‘Transmissions’; they are affronted if you call them ‘advertisements’, etc.

A third note on terminology: From the point of view of the Orphanage, this is not a game or prank; however, reference to it as a ‘Great Game’, in the context of Rudyard Kipling’s Kim, appears to be acceptable.

A note on the announcements: Some of the pages have annotations and hand-drawn markings along their edges (they look like they were made with a pencil) – the majority of these were made by Bryan himself; however, Bryan did receive one announcement in the mail, Dec. 5, 1990, that had annotations made on it by a member of the Orphanage.
The name ‘The Orphanage’ was first directly mentioned in the February 8, 1989 announcement. From what we can determine, The Orphanage is divided up into several ‘sections’, which apparently span at least the entire continental United States (based on the names attributed to these sections: Dallas Section, Berkeley Section, etc.); there also appear to be a few sections located in other countries: Coimbra Section and Finland Station. The name ‘The Orphanage’ also seems to be used interchangeably, referring both to the group as a whole as well as to their main headquarters.

With regard to the name ‘The Orphanage’: in the French section of the audiotape delivered to Bryan they referred to it as ‘L’Orphanage’ rather than translating the word to its French equivalent (L’Orphelinat) – that might not mean a whole lot, but it might reflect something of how they view the name that they have, presumably, given themselves. The name ‘Orphanage’ might have been chosen because it reflects some characteristic of what they are – perhaps a group of people who have ‘orphaned’ themselves from their past lives and the culture/background that they were born into for example. Alternatively, here is a link to an interesting piece of legend about a group of orphans, during the time of the Crusades, from which the Orphanage might have derived their name.

According to the February 8, 2000 letter, “those involved [in the Orphanage] rarely deal with paper copies”. They were, however, dealing with “print-outs” at some point before the Jan 20, 1988 announcement – I guess that was one of those rare moments.

According to the February 8, 2000 letter, the Opposition is also “highly skilled in working with electrons”, suggesting that both sides are very skilled in working with computers/electronics.

The Orphanage are allegedly trying to alter reality. If not by physically altering time and space, then certainly by altering people’s perception of reality (perhaps through alterations to the American educational system? Hence the attacks on the Department of Education?) Note: On the Fortean Times Message Board, Philo T. realised that, if the Orphanage are trying to directly manipulate reality, they are trapped by their own definitions – if they are trying to directly change reality, they are de facto interfering in God’s plan; they’re cheating. So for this to be allowed to work, one of their two core suppositions must be false.

Conversely, the Orphanage’s preoccupation with time might have something to do with ‘the Rapture’. The Hebrew referenced in the May 1, 1991 announcement, from Habakkuk 2:3: “… for the vision is yet for the appointed time, it hastens towards the goal and it will not fail, though it tarries wait for it, for it certainly will come, it will not delay.”

The Orphanage appear too refer to each year as a ‘series’. For example, in the November 22, 1983 announcement, they say that it was the “third in the current series, final transmission for 83”. Now, we only have one announcement for 1983; however, according to Mr. Nate Searing (external link), there are two announcements that we are missing, April 18 1983 and April 29 1983. This, therefore, fits the assumed context of the Orphanage’s statement. For another example, see January 20, 1988; unfortunately, this is where the theory kind of falls apart because the announcement states that the final scheduled transmission for this series will be on April 27 (May 1) 1988; yet, there are two announcements after May Day (September 28 1988 and November 30 1988), and both do not use the word “unscheduled”. If you have a theory on how to solve this problem, or a different interpretation on the Orphanage’s meaning of ‘series’, you know where to e-mail me.

The Orphanage certainly doesn’t seem to approve of the state of American education; in their communications with Bryan they certainly don’t like communicating in English, but explain that they are prepared to do so for his sake. This has been variously interpreted as very helpful or very patronizing. The Orphanage seem too be of the opinion that the current level of education (perhaps even worldwide, as opposed to US-centric) is pretty much in the toilet, over a whole range of subjects (languages, mathematics, history, geography, etc.).

Apparently there are four (possibly five) ‘levels’ within the Orphanage; presumably the higher in ‘rank’ you are, the more knowledge and importance is vested in you; a number of the Announcements themselves also appear to be based around levels, which appear to be a part of their overall encryption/decryption.

It should be noted that The Orphanage have no occult connections or interests, according to the e-mail on April 26, 2003 from ‘Rocky and Bullwinkle’. So I guess that rules out Alchemy, the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons then… However, on the audiotape, the woman mentions having known G. I. Gurdjieff, and the tape seems to largely concern her intellectual relationship with him – Gurdjieff is second only to Aleister Crowley in the hermetic school of thought; so either they do believe in the occult (and ‘Rocky and Bullwinkle’s e-mail was disinformation, or they have been misinformed), or the woman’s story had a double meaning.

The Orphanage seem to have a fascination with inserting either the words ‘now’ or ‘one’ into various quotes, possibly as an indicator on how to decrypt the overall message, or perhaps portions of it (as well as making that more difficult for us to track down the sources and authors of some of these quotes).

The Orphanage likes to celebrate the anniversaries of the Augsburg Confessions (Confessio Augustana, June 25, 1530), which the Lutheran church sees as true to the word of God.

There have been references to the following in many of the announcements/e-mails/letters, although we are not entirely sure to what they pertain exactly; we are, however, fairly certain they regard money and finances, and are either how the Orphanage finances their operations, or where they keep their money:

A "brasher doubloon" is a gold coin, and is considered to be one of the rarest and most desired coins in the US (assuming, of course, you’re into that kind of thing…).

Breitenfield Battle Bond (Series 1969) (see May 1, 1992) (according to the February 8, 1988 announcement “The 20-year-old convertible debentures (Series 1969), are scheduled for cash-out, main lobby of the Hotel California, 900 hours, June 25, 1989)

Cabernet Sauvignon 1983 Vats (See Oct. 24, 1990) (It is possible that these ‘vats’ were referred to in the ‘unscheduled’ announcement of February 22 1988: “vats of Full Doctrine”. What this ‘Full Doctrine’ might be is open to interpretation at the moment, but it is possible that it is some form of funds.
Crédit Mobilier debentures (see Sept. 14, 1987: Melanchthon was said to be currently cashing them out) (Historically: Stockholders in the Union Pacific Railroad organized a construction company, Crédit Mobilier, under an existing PA charter and awarded themselves huge contracts to complete the railroad. They received  government grants and subsidies from Congress to the railroad and funnelled them through Crédit Mobilier. To avoid a governmental inquiry into the transaction, the investors sold and/or assigned Crédit Mobilier stock to members of Congress at par although the shares were worth twice that at the time. A congressional investigation in 1872 revealed many congressmen, high-ranking Republicans, and Vice-President Schuyler Colfax took stock in the company. The scandal marred U.S. Grant’s first term and Veep Schuyler was replaced for the election in 1872.)

Frog Fund (possibly refers to stocks the Orphanage allegedly had in the French company Elf Aquitaine) (see Oct. 24, 1990)

Sutter’s Surprise (see Sept. 28, 1988: “Sutter’s Surprise is on deposit in the lobby of the Hotel California”) Sutter’s Surprise could be referring to the California Gold Rush when James Wilson Marshall found gold at Sutter’s Mill. The name ‘Sutter’ was also highlighted on a San Francisco map delivered to Bryan by the Orphanage (on what date?); Sutter was shown in a triangulation (marked out by the Orphanage) with Union Square and the Ferry Building.

Who might the Orphanage be?

Possibility One: 30 years ago or more a group of University students started up a club/society with a keen interest in language puzzles, cyphers etc and created a fantasy-reality (much like RPG gamers do) that interacted with their university life and for which the main communication was through the Arizona Daily Wildcat. The interested members then kept up the tradition, making the puzzles trickier and trickier to get, probably as a challenge to each other (and as an ego boost to themselves). When an outsider manages to crack the code they are initiated into the world but always kept separate, promoting the feeling of omniscience within the original group (the self styled ‘The Orphanage’). This is supported by the way they keep prompting the subject to stay interested, and also by the fact they don’t follow through on their promises of “if you don’t respond within week your trial period will be over”.

The hinting at global conspiracy and supreme knowledge merely reinforces their fantasy world.

Possibility Two: A well read professor(s) disenchanted with the American education system (plenty of remarks against it) sets up a challenge to catch ‘bright fish’ and educate them, maybe even create a few prodigies in the process. The game’s main focus seems to be education i.e. the need to develop an inquisitive, problem-solving mind whilst educating in Arabic, classics etc.

Possibility Three: Exactly who they claim to be.

With regards to the Reformation, Martin Luther, and John Calvin, these URL’s provide a good synopsis of the reformation and the backlash to it:

http://allserv.rug.ac.be/~frvandun/Texts/European%20history/EuropHistory.pdf
http://allserv.ugent.be/~frvandun/Texts/European%20history/EuropHistory.pdf
The apparent Protestant leanings (perhaps even Methodist leanings) of the Orphanage does seem to fit in with the various references to the British Empire, which was probably the strongest engine for the spread of Protestant beliefs in the history of the world.
With regard to “these troubled times” on the audiotape received by Bryan. It has been noted that “these times” do not seem to be any more troubled than ‘times’ have always been; unless we’re talking in cosmic time and we include (if we’re inclined to Christian belief) the time before ‘the Fall’. There is nothing remarkable about these times; if everyone were living in peace and prosperity – that would be remarkable.

It should be noted that on the majority of the letters, the return address is the same as the receiver’s address (i.e. the Orphanage used Bryan’s address twice). This in no way implicates Bryan - it is merely an indication of how closely guarded the Orphanage wish to keep their true identities.

FOUCAULT’S PENDULUM: LIA’S LAST WORDS (Back to Contents)
As requested by The Pimp:

“Your plan isn't poetic; it’s grotesque.  People don’t get the idea of going back to burn Troy just because they read Homer. With Homer, the burning of Troy became something that it never was and never will be, and yet The Iliad endures, full of meaning, because it’s all clear, limpid. Your Rosicrucian manifestoes are neither clear nor limpid; they’re mud, hot air, and promises. This is why so many people have tried to make them come true, each finding in them what he wants to find. In Homer there’s no secret, but your plan is full of secrets, full of contradictions. For that reason you could find thousands of insecure people ready to identify with it. Throw the whole thing out. Homer wasn’t faking, but you three have been faking. Beware of faking:  people will believe you.  People will believe those who sell lotions that make lost hair grow back. They sense instinctively that the salesman is putting together truths that don’t go together, that he’s not being logical, that he’s not speaking in good faith. But they’ve been told that God is mysterious, unfathomable, so to them incoherence is the closest thing to God. The farfetched is the closest thing to a miracle. You’ve invented hair oil. I don’t like it. It’s a nasty joke.”

Is the Orphanage confessing?

FOUNDING DOCTRINE (Back to Contents)
From Nov 22, 1983: “For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.”

They seem to want to do what Oliver Cromwell apparently wanted to do: establish an Earthly Kingdom of God that would last until the end of days (Cromwell was a Protestant).

THE AGENDA (Back to Contents)
To defeat the Catholics(?)

On May 1, 1972 at 12:00 PM the Orphanage took an oath to carry out the Agenda, “regardless of life, death, cost or loss” – see Oct 11, 2000 (Unscheduled); May 1, 1972 appears also to be the date on which the Orphanage was founded, or at least the date when the Agenda was drawn up. On Oct 11, 2000 the Founders convened and apparently honoured this Oath.
A Map was apparently drawn up on May 1, 1972 (see May 1, 1992) and is a 64 x 64 square grid.

At some point between April 8 and May 1 1987, it seems that someone attempted to instigate a revision of the Agenda. According to the announcement of May 1, 1987: “As for revision of the Covenant of 5/72: ‘not for a 1,000 lives - or 10,000 worlds.’”  Although referred to here as the “Covenant”, the definition is roughly the same as an ‘agenda’, and the date of May 1972 certainly matches the date given for the Agenda in other announcements.

THE PRIZE (Back to Contents)
Apparently there is a prize, but we are unable to grasp its immensity as yet; what the prize is, and whether or not it is in Box #668, remains unknown.

CATHOLICS, JFK AND ARIZONA (Back to Contents)
The Orphanage has a deep abiding hatred of the Catholics; so they are currently working against the Pope and the Vatican.
John F. Kennedy: The Orphanage do not like JFK; they refer to him as ‘The Usurper’ – see Nov 18, 2003 delivery; the Founders apparently all celebrated on the announcement of Kennedy’s assassination, although they were not involved with it.
The prevailing opinion among the contributors is that the Orphanage’s dislike of JFK is partly, or completely, due to the fact that JFK was Roman Catholic in a position of great power, rather than a reaction to any of his policies; indeed, he was the first Roman Catholic President of the United States.

The Vatican and Arizona: the Vatican Observatory is associated with the University of Arizona. This may have something to do with ‘why Tucson?’. While they do maintain an office on campus, Bryan explains that it is “a huge optics and astronomy campus ... so any number of hundreds of such institutions have people or offices or resources here.” Either way, the Vatican does have an enormous interest in astronomy.

JUNE 25TH (Back to Contents)
June 25th seems to recur a lot, and be a very significant date for the Orphanage; this is probably linked to the Confessio Augustana, which was presented to the Emperor on June 25, 1530.

June 25th of each year is possibly the date on which the Orphanage hold their Plenary Sessions
Perhaps we should compare the Orphanage’s Plenary Sessions (and sub-Plenary Sessions) with the Methodist’s meetings/assemblies (particularly the English Methodists)?

BOX #668 (Back to Contents)
Safety Deposit Box #668 is located at Bank One (used to be the Valley National Bank), 2 East Congress, 85701, Tucson, Arizona, USA (address as given in many of the Announcements).

According to the June 15, 2000 letter Bryan received, “it is reliably reported that the box was opened on June 8, 1978”. Whether this means something was taken out, or this was the date that the box was first opened, we do not know.

As yet, we do not know what is in (or was in?) Box # 668, although the February 8, 1989 announcement did state that the “companion-documents” were temporarily kept there for safe-keeping, before Schrödinger presumably continued on his journey and delivered them to The Orphanage.

WHITE RABBIT (Back to Contents)
Feel like you’re going down the rabbit hole, Alice?

‘White Rabbit’ had been referenced several times in the announcements, and is apparently something that the Orphanage are transporting. But what is it exactly?

Someone speculated that it might be drugs, but the Orphanage responded in an e-mail to dispute this claim, and stated that ‘White Rabbit’ referred to something else. Someone else has speculated that it might refer to antiquities (which certainly seems to fit in with all the gold coins); whatever it is, it’s capable of being “repackaged as Beans and Cod” (see Sept 14, 1987).

Considering the many references to gold and money, I’m wondering if what they are transporting is perhaps either gold, currency or counterfeit currency? Either this is a counterfeiting gang (but then, if it is, they are either playing along with Bryan, otherwise they would have undoubtedly killed him by now), or this is perhaps the Orphanage’s means by which they fund their operations (whatever those operations might be).

WONDER BREAD (Back to Contents)
Is this something else that the Orphanage are transporting? The March 8, 1989 announcement asks for three loaves of Wonder Bread to be sent through the regular channels; it could be a Biblical reference to Jesus and the loaves and the fishes, but the numbers are off (it was 5 loaves, 2 fishes in the New Testament); going back to the idea that they are transporting currency (counterfeit or otherwise), ‘bread’ is used to refer to money, so ‘wonder bread’ might mean some kind of electronic cash transfer, with the ‘three loaves’ being another pre-determined code for the amount required; perhaps they required a quick influx of money for some reason? Which would be ironic if they are transporting currency!

‘Wonder Bread’ is referenced again in the May 1, 1992 announcement.

One of the contributors suggested that Wonder Bread might be an actual brand name, and they apparently have a distribution site in Tucson; so perhaps by referring to Wonder Bread, a casual Tucson reader might not think much of it, but those in the know would know what it really meant (whatever that might be ;--) ); however, this individual soon had to recant their theory when they realised that they had confused Wonder Bread with another, non-May Day Mystery brand name – and the Orphanage apparently posted a correction to his mistake in one of the later announcements (see May 1 (Apr 29), 1999).

RICHMOND (see May 1, 1981) (Back to Contents)
The name ‘Richmond’ is mentioned quite conspicuously in the May 1, 1981 announcement. It is possible that it is a leitmotiv, but assuming it isn’t (considering that the word leitmotiv isn’t employed in this particular announcement), it could refer to at least four different things (the question is, which?):

· University of Richmond, Virginia

· Richmond, Illinois (which was also potentially referenced in the May 1, 1985 announcement)

· City of Richmond
· Richmond Section
SUMMER/WINTER TOURS (Back to Contents)
Summer Tour:

Winter Tour: Winter Tour announcements come out on the first Wednesday of every December since 1990

SMILEY GUY (Back to Contents)
First known appearance: May 1, 1982
Appears to be the first known appearance of SmileyGuy; SmileyGuy might be a signature of some kind, a common unifying thread that links most of the announcements together, but why wasn’t he used in the first two announcements?

The number of hairs on SmileyGuy’s head seems to vary between Announcements, from 5, to 6, to 8; this may, or may not, have significance.

SR/CL (Back to Contents)
The exact meaning of this acronym is as yet, like many things regarding the Mystery, unknown. The Orphanage is being tight-lipped about this, although they did reveal that SR/CL “most definitely does not mean ‘circle’” (see this e-mail). Other suggestions (which they have yet to shoot down, and we to disprove) include:

· Safety Review/Checklist: If this interpretation is correct, then it is possible the announcements are contingency reports of some kind

· Senior Clergy: Fits in with the religious connotations

· Senior Class: If this interpretation is correct it would, unfortunately, give credence to the frat boy theory
· Perhaps SR/CL are initials? SR=Sarah/Sara? CL=instigator? (From ‘Carson’, in the comments section of the December 6, 2000 announcement) (Who, then, might this ‘Sarah/Sara’ be?)

· SR/CL could also refer to reflective integral lattices
· SR = Study and Research/CL = Collaborative Learning (according to the person who sent this theory in, it is “education lingo”)

LEITMOTIV – ‘Guiding Motive’ or ‘Dominant Theme’ (Back to Contents)
Presumably each announcement’s leitmotiv is somehow intended to ‘guide’ the reader; possibly the key to each leitmotiv quotation lies in finding its exact location in some publicly available book and then the exact reference (either page number, or chapter/section/subsection/…numbering) serves as a number or a list of numbers that somehow helps to decode the rest of the announcement.

In reference to the Leitmotiv, one of the contributors speculates: “there is an old Sherlock Holmes story (don’t recall the title) in which the code is from the Bible, and Holmes deduces this because only the Bible would be readily available, and printed everywhere, and have the proper references. If this message is meant to be interpreted, then the locations of quotes need to have a standard numbering in each case. Perhaps a specific book of quotes provides an index, or the date of first publication is important. There are dozens of numbers that could come out of a quote, from its length (in words or letters), the lengths of it’s words, or the numeric values of its letters. Or it’s position in a standard reference, either a single reference, or one unique to each quote. Here’s a disturbing thought: it may not have been intended to share this information, and in that case, it would be elementary to have selected a specific edition of a specific book to use as the index. However, it would be much easier, and probably more secure to use DES or something and simply publish the output.”

SOME COMMONLY USED LATIN TERMS (Back to Contents)
Deo Volente: “God willing”; sometimes abbreviated to ‘D.V.’

Et Pax Tibi: “And peace be with you”

Mutatis Mutandis: “that having been changed which had to be changed”, or, more commonly, “with the necessary changes”

Ora Pro Nobis, Ora Pro Me: “Pray for us, pray for me”

Sexagesima: The eighth Sunday before Easter and the second before Lent.

CURRENCY CODES (Back to Contents)
United States Federal Reserve currency codes (the Denver mint would apparently not be included in this list):
A: Boston, Massachusetts (referred to in ADW announcements)

B: New York, New York  (referred to in ADW announcements)

C: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

D: Cleveland, Ohio (referred to in ADW announcements)

E: Richmond, Virgina (referred to in ADW announcements)

F: Atlanta, Georgia

G: Chicago, Illinois (referred to in ADW announcements)

H: St. Louis, Missouri

I: Minneapolis, Minnesota (referred to in ADW announcements)

J: Kansas City, Missouri

K: Dallas, Texas (referred to in ADW announcements)

L: San Francisco, California (referred to in ADW announcements)

International Currency Codes: http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_4217, which was referenced in the September 20, 2000 announcement.

US CURRENCY SERIAL NUMBERS (Back to Contents)
www.wheresgeorge.com
May 1, 1987 Announcement

Only the serial number was referenced, in the middle of the announcement

From the Federal Reserve Bank in Dallas, Texas (K)

Serial Number: K90370625A

Bryan later received this very banknote in the Feb 23 2000 delivery

February 8, 1989 Announcement

Only the serial numbers were referenced, in the first paragraph

From the Federal Reserve Banks in Chicago, Illinois (G) and Cleveland, Ohio (D)

Serial Numbers: “G39050928E through D47862515B”

From March 8, 1989 Announcement

Only the serial number was referenced

From the Federal Reserve Bank in Cleveland, Ohio (D)

Serial Number: D2214806

Apparently features on a bill in a photograph in one of the announcements; unfortunately, I have been unable to track this announcement down; if you know which it is, or happen to stumble across it, please e-mail me.

March 21 1990 Announcement:

Only the serial number was referenced, at the end of the announcement

From the Federal Reserve Bank in Dallas, Texas (K)

Serial Number: K74724881C

January 4, 2000 mail
A single $20 bill

Serial Number: B04738452A from the Federal Reserve Bank in New York (B)

Series 1995

February 23 2000 delivery

A single $1 bill 

Serial Number: K90370625A from the Federal Reserve Bank in Dallas, Texas (K)

Series 19?? Can anyone determine what the date is on this dollar bill? Bryan?
This banknote’s serial number was referenced in the May 1 1987 announcement

March 19 2000 mail

Two $20 bills (no scans)

March 21 2000 mail

A single $10 bill from the Federal Reserve Bank in Richmond (E)

Serial number: E45333627B

Series 1995

Local zip code: 85719-0527

June 12 2000 delivery:

$50 in $1 bills from the Federal Reserve Bank in Minneapolis, Minnesota (I)

Serial numbers: I60581501K - I60581550K 

Series 1995

December 19 2000 delivery:

$100 in $1 bills from the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, IL (G)

Serial numbers: G41978901E - G41979000E 

Series 1999

March 19 2003 delivery:

Note: according to the Orphanage, the serial numbers of these two bills “are of no significance”; but we’ll make them significant anyway

$40 as two $20 bills

From the New York (B) and Boston (A) Federal Reserve Banks

B61643262 old twenty style series?

AB16149... (?) new twenty style series?

POSTMARKS (Back to Contents)
Taken from the various mail and packages that Bryan et al. have received.

Note: I’m not entirely sure how relevant the dates on which these various letters/packages were mailed are, but I figured I’d better cover all my bases.

Unless otherwise stated, the return address was that of Bryan Hance (unless it was a hand-delivered/couriered package/letter, which don’t seem to have addresses on them at all).

Bulgarian air mail stamp from April 4, 1988 announcement (probably has more to do with the decryption of that particular announcement, but they would have had to have gotten their hands on that stamp somehow…)

May 16, 1999: Envelope, between e-mails #25 and #26: postmark: Tucson (mailed: April 13, 1999) (return address given as: 1046 G Ave., Douglas, AZ, 85607, which is the Hotel Gadsden, which was also mentioned on May 1, 1996)

Approx. Jun 14, 1999: Envelope, between e-mails # 33 and #34: postmark: Tucson (mailed: Jun 14, 1999) (return address given: San Francisco Mint; there is also writing next to the postmark which reads: “via Analogia (4 levels)”)

Sept 25, 1999: return address given was the San Francisco Mint, although the postmark was Tucson (mailed: Sept 25, 1999)

Jan 4, 2000: postmark: Tucson (mailed: Dec 29, 1999)

Jan 12, 2000: postmark: Tucson (mailed: Jan 10, 2000)

Jan 18, 2000: postmark: illegible

Feb 8, 2000: postmark: Tucson (mailed: Feb 4, 2000)

Feb 23, 2000: Hand-delivered box and mailing tube, therefore no postmark

Feb 29, 2000: postmark: Tucson, (mailed: Feb 29, 2000)

March 7, 2000: unknown; link doesn’t work
March 13, 2000: postmark: Tucson (mailed: March 13, 2000)

March 22, 2000: Letter #1 postmark: Tucson (?) (mailed: illegible)

Letter #2 postmark: North Texas (mailed: March 20, 2000)



Letter #3 postmark: North Texas (mailed: March 20, 2000)

Approx. March 24, 2000: Letter #1 postmark: Houston, TX (March 21, 2000)




Letter #2 postmark:  Houston TX (March 21, 2000)




Letter #3 postmark: Tucson (mailed: illegible)




Letter #4 postmark: illegible




Letter #5 postmark: illegible




Letter #6 postmark: illegible




Letter #7 postmark: North Texas (mailed: March 23, 2000)




Letter #8 postmark North Texas (mailed: March 23, 2000)

June 12, 2000: Couriered, so no postmark

June 16, 2000: postmark: Tucson (mailed: June 12, 2000)

Approx. July 15, 2000: Letter #1 postmark: Irving Park Road Processing and Distribution, Chicago (mailed: July 14, 2000)




Letter #2 postmark: Irving Park Road Processing and Distribution, Chicago (mailed: July 14, 2000)




Letter #3 postmark: Irving Park Road Processing and Distribution, Chicago (mailed: July 14, 2000)




Letter #4 postmark: illegible; (mailed July 12, 2000)




Letter #5 postmark: illegible; (mailed July 12, 2000)




Letter #6 postmark: illegible




Letter #7 postmark: illegible




Letter #8 postmark: Calumet City, IL (mailed July 11, 2000)

Approx. Oct 20, 2000: Letter #1 postmark: Boston (mailed: Oct 11, 2000)




Letter #2 postmark: Boston (mailed: Oct 12, 2000)




Letter #3 postmark: Middlesex, Essex, MA(?) (mailed Oct 16, 2000)

Nov 19, 2000 postmark: Tucson (mailed: Nov 10, 2000)

Dec 19, 2000: Letter #1 and #2: Were these two couriered?
Feb 23, 2001: Jessica’s mail postmark: Tucson (mailed: illegible)

Approx. May 1, 2001 delivered by messenger

Approx. Jan 15, 2002: Letter #1 postmark: Las Vegas (mailed: Jan 10, 2002)




Letter #2 postmark: Las Vegas (mailed: Jan 10, 2002)




Letter #3 postmark: no legible postmark




Letter #4 postmark: Las Vegas Processing and Distribution (mailed: Jan 10, 2002)

Approx. Jan 30, 2002: Letter #1 postmark: Phoenix, AZ (mailed: Jan 30, 2002)




Letter #2 postmark: Phoenix AZ (mailed: Jan 31, 2002)




Letter #3 postmark: Phoenix AZ (mailed: Jan 31, 2002)

March 2002 – Box was shipped from: LLK, inc., 374 Carroll Park E., Ste. 9, Long Beach, CA 90814 (address is probably not relevant as the Orphanage seem to have simply ordered this off the net, and the address is that of the company’s from whom they ordered Bryan’s ‘gift’)

May 14, 2002 – was this couriered?
Oct. 3, 2002 - Letter #1 postmark: Denver (Mailed: Sept. 26, 2003)



Letter #2 postmark: Denver Processing and Distribution (mailed: Sept. 26, 2003)



Letter #3 postmark: no legible postmark

Dec. 10, 2002 – couriered

Feb. 4, 2003 – was this couriered?
April 28, 2003 – was this couriered?
May 22, 2003 – Association des Paralyses de France and École Militaire, Paris, France

June 11, 2003 – letter regarding Nate Searing’s article; South Jersey postmark (mailed: June 7, 2003)

June 25, 2003 – box was couriered; no postmark

Aug. 13, 2003 – Letter One: South Jersey Processing & Distribution Center (P&DC)

Letter Two: No postmark

Sept. 23, 2003 – package was couriered, therefore no postmark

Nov. 18, 2003 – delivery was couriered, therefore no postmark

ZIP CODES (Back to Contents)
Berkeley, California: 94703

Chicago, Illinois: 60101

New York, New York: 10115

Washington DC: 20219

Note the end numbers on the following zip codes (as circled in the zip code map):

90731
90802
90813
90744
Reference to the four levels perhaps?

KAIROS/CHRONOS (Back to Contents)
The Greek term ‘kairos’ was referenced in at least one of the announcements or letters, and was defined by one of the contributors as ‘space’. Although this definition is logical, it is also incorrect.

Chronos is the quantitative measure of time. Kairos is the qualitative measure.

“Kenneth Burke has defined the relationship between discourse and reality in kairotic terms. In his definition, kairos encompasses the occassion itself, the historical circumstances that brought it about, the oral or written conventions of the form required by occassion, the manner of delivery the audience anticipates, their attitudes to the speaker and the outside world. Burke is like the ancient sophists in that he draws from his own literary tradition his insights on persuasive discourse.”

See http://www.lcc.gatech.edu/gallery/rhetoric/terms/kairos.html
More information can be found here: http://english.ttu.edu/kairos/layers/situation.html 

Literally, kairos can mean ‘an opportune moment or situation’. Rhetoric has it as ‘the search for relative truth rather than absolute certainty’.

ORPHANAGE SECTIONS (Back to Contents)
Berkeley Section (First referenced: May 1, 2002)

Bremen (first referenced: Jan 20, 1988) (“last transmission was from Bremen” – presumably this indicates that someone from Bremen sent the Announcement of Sept 14, 1987) (this may or may not be a ‘section’ of the Orphanage) (Historically: Bremen is a city in north-west Germany, and is the capital of the state of Bremen. Bremen has extensive cargo-handling and rail transport facilities. The Protestant Reformation was substantially supported by the people of Bremen.)

Cambridge Section (Dec. 3, 2003 Announcement: mentioned as meeting in joint session with the Asylum Choir at Norbert’s House; they were then said to “process up the street to Widener” to receive the Winter Tour itinerary from Ireton) (“Widener” possibly refers to Harvard’s Widener Library, which displays a copy of the Gutenberg Bible)

Coimbra Section (first referenced: Sept 5, 1990) (Coimbra is a city located in west central Portugal; it is the capital of Coimbra District, on the Mondego River. The city is on the site of the ancient Roman city of Aeminium, but its name is derived from the bishopric of Conimbriga, which was moved to the area in the 9th Century AD.)

Dallas Section (See May 1, 2002) (According to Feb 8, 2000 letter: Dallas Section lobbied on behalf of Bryan to send him an (Unscheduled) Announcement that he had overlooked; indeed, on Feb 23, 2000, Bryan received a box packed with stuff, including a note that: “Mr. Hance: You Owe Dallas a Very Considerable Debt”; no doubt, Dallas Section once again lobbied on behalf of Bryan to get this box of goodies sent to him, presumably in the belief that the box’s contents would help Bryan to get from Level One to Level Two) (In ‘Layer 5’ of the box Bryan received on Feb 23, 2000 was a plastic shopping bag marked: “Varsity bookstore of Dallas, Inc. 6413 Hillcrest, Across from SMU”; a connection I wonder with ‘Dallas Section’? SMU seems to likely be Southern Methodist University – a possible photograph of the campus was delivered to Bryan in Letter #2 among the ‘bunch of mail’ he picked up, March 24, 2000)

According to the Feb 25, 2003, Dallas Section considers “ ‘Hance’ practically one of their own”.

Finland Station (From Feb 8, 2000 letter – (unscheduled) announcement of April 4, 1988) (Apparently, Finland Station was where Vladimir Lenin returned to Russia in 1917 after having lived in exile for many years.)

Houston Section (March 10, 2000 e-mail)

Lübeck (first referenced: Jan 20, 1988: “Lübeck remains silent”) (this may or may not be a ‘section’ of the Orphanage) (Historically: a city in north Germany on the Trave River, in Schleswig-Holstein, near the Baltic Sea and the border with the state of Mecklenburg-West Pomerania.)
Richmond Section (See Feb. 25, 2002 e-mail) Any relation to the ship/aircraft (?) City of Richmond that the Orphanage sometimes uses? Any relation to the May 1, 1981 Announcement?

Rooister Building Society (not actually a Section of the Orphanage, as far as we know, but considering the tone and prominent mention, this seemed like the best place as any to put it) (presumably South African, considering the Dec 1, 1993 text was in Afrikaans)

The December 1, 1993 text reads: “The director of the Rooister Building Society invites the director of The Orphanage and their spouses to a dinner on board the City of Richmond on Saturday December 25 1993 at 20h00. Please answer: The Officer in Command for Europe; Tel: [telephone number given in announcement]: Identify yourself per Arizona Daily Wildcat, December 4, 1991.”

The telephone number given in the Afrikaans text appears to be for the Wechselstube (money exchange bureau) at the Bahnhof Zoo.

As far as can be determined from a quick Google search, the Rooister Building Society does not appear to exist; if you can provide evidence to prove otherwise, please e-mail me.

San Francisco Section (referred to as ‘Frisco Section’ by ‘The Pimp’ in the May 1 (Apr 29) 1999 announcement); The Bay Section (Feb 25, 2002 E-mail) Is this the same as the San Francisco Section? It’s full name, then, being San Francisco Bay Section?

The following Sections were told to prepare to receive casualties following a potentially fierce encounter with the Narragansett (from January 20, 1988 announcement): WNW, CEC, RWG, PRMcS, KCW

PEOPLE/CHARACTERS: THE ANNOUNCEMENTS (Back to Contents)
In addition to what is provided below, see the People! page which provides information on the historical individuals mentioned in the Mystery; see also Jessica’s Excel document on the historical people used in the announcements (from February 22, 1983 – September 20, 2000), which gives a short biography, the number of times they are mentioned in each announcement, their birth order, and divides them up into job categories. (Read her explanation of what she did here)

The majority of names below seem to be used interchangeably by the Orphanage: Sometimes the names refer to the historical person, generally when referencing a quote or particular action; Other times the names appear to be pseudonyms; if not for people, then perhaps for objects that needed to be transported, with, perhaps, the Arbella being a route – or means – of transportation.

Adolphus, Gustavus (First referenced: May 1, 1995) (Historically: (1594 – 1632), Gustav II Adolph, King of Sweden (1611 – 1632), who, for his brilliant leadership of the Protestant forces in the Thirty Year’s War, became known as the ‘Lion of the North’)

Alberich (first referenced: Sept 14, 1987) (Teth – see Dec 1, 1993) (Alberich apparently sent the letter that was mailed June 14, 1999) (Historically: either King Alberich or Alberich of Reims; I’m inclined to believe it’s the latter, although there have been Norse references in the announcements before…)

Albrecht (Dürer? Or perhaps any one of these ‘Albrecht’s) (L – see May 1, 1993)

Alekhine, Alexander (first referenced: April 4, 1988) (He – see May 1, 1993) (Historically: Russian chess Grand Master)

Asbury, Francis (Qof – see Dec 1, 1993) (Historically: (1745-1816), first Methodist bishop ordained in America; born in Handsworth, England)
The Asylum Choir (first referenced: Sept 27, 1989) (see May 1, 1991) (presented the fiscal report from Grandpa’s Farm)

Augustine of Hippo, Saint “God’s eternity is exempt from the relation of time; all time is present to him at once.” St. Augustine’s magnum opus et arduum is referenced in the September 27, 1989 Announcement.

Bates, L. J. (First referenced: Dec 7, 1994) (described by the Orphanage’s Announcement as a “fellow traveller”, along with Monier-Williams and Heinrich Haschke)
Bradwardine, Thomas (first referenced: May 1, 1990) (apparently sent the announcement of March 20, 1991) (the historical Bradwardine wrote a treatise entitled ‘In Defence of God Against the Pelagians and On the Power of Causes’ (De causa Dei contra Pelagium et de virtute causarum, edited by Sir Henry Savile, London, 1618)) (1.618 – see May 1, 1991) (G – see May 1, 1993) (Holam – see Dec 1, 1993)

Calvin, John (1509 – 1564: Historically, a Swiss theologian (born in France) whose tenets (predestination and the irresistibility of grace and justification by faith) defined Presbyterianism)

Cantor, Georg (first referenced: March 21, 1990) (Historically: (1845 – 1918), German mathematician)

Chemnitz, Martin (first referenced: May 1, 1990) (1.6180339 – see May 1, 1991) (I – see May 1, 1993) (Vav – see Dec 1, 1993) (apparently also a physiatrist – see Dec 3, 2003) (Historically: (1522 – 1586), German Lutheran theologian)

Cranmer, Thomas (first referenced: Dec 1, 1993) (Shin – see Dec 1, 1993) (Historically: (1489-1556), archbishop of Canterbury and one of the leaders of the English Reformation.)

Cromwell, Oliver (1599 – 1658: Historically, a Protestant English general and statesman who led the parliamentary army in the English Civil War; Cromwell’s “cruel necessity” of beheading Charles I, as referenced in the May 1, 1985 announcement)

Cunctator, Quintus Fabius Maximus Verrucosus (first referenced: Dec 5, 1990) (Alef – see Dec. 1, 1993) (Historically: (c. 275-203 BC), Roman statesman and general; ‘Cunctator’ means ‘delayer’, a name that he earned by hindering Hannibal’s forces and avoiding the Carthaginians, enabling Rome to build its strength) (note also the existence of the Fabian Society, named after Cunctator, a British Socialist educational society that is very much concerned with advocating social change through democratic reform.)
Endecott, John (first referenced: May 1, 2003) (Historically: (c. 1588-1665), Puritan colonial leader known for his intolerance of religious dissenters.)
Epworth (First referenced: May 1, 1991) (sent the correct galley proofs to Capt. Morgan and Gerhard; galley proofs of what seems to remain unknown, as well as why they even needed correcting) (Historically: Epworth, Lincolnshire, England was the birthplace of John Wesley (1703 – 1791), the founder of Methodism)

Epworth League, The (Dec 3, 2003: met with Truman Westmore) (possibly refers to the Methodist Youth organisation of the same name.)
Eratosthenes (first referenced Jan 16, 1991) (delivered The Sieve to Mistah Kurtz on December 25 1990, according to the January 16 1991 announcement)
Farragut (first referenced: Sept 14, 1987) (1.6180 – see May 1, 1991) (E – see May 1, 1993) (Nun – see Dec 1, 1993)
Fermi’s Fear: Enrico Fermi was a nuclear scientist, whose fear it was that his research would be used by the Germans to make a nuclear bomb.

Founders (Are they founders of the Orphanage, or of the Agenda?) (According to The Pimp – in a Dec. 3 2003 e-mail sent to Bryan regarding the delivery of Nov. 18 2003, the Founders did not know of each other on the date of Kennedy’s assassination; nevertheless, The Pimp maintains, when they heard of Kennedy’s death they each celebrated in their own way, although they had no involvement) (possibly expatriates, perhaps they moved to America at a young age)

The Fuzzy Furry Freak Brothers (first referenced: Sept 28, 1988) (1.61803398874 – see May 1, 1991) (may, or may not, be a reference to the 1960s/70s underground American graphic novel, The Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers; alternatively, the name might refer to ‘fuzzy logic’; see also this) (in the May 1 1990 announcement they are referred to apparently as wine bottlers, as the refreshments being supplied were bottled under the “house label” of their name; this obviously an encryption for something, but what remains unknown) 

Geddes, Jenny (First referenced: May 1, 2003) (Historically: St Giles Cathedral, the High Kirk of St Giles in Edinburgh Scotland, has been the focus of the Church’s battle with episcopacy. During the 17th century it was twice established as a cathedral (hence its popular name), during the periods when Charles I and Charles II tried to re-establish an episcopal form of Church government. On the first of these occasions, in 1637, a famous incident took place in which a local parishioner, Jenny Geddes, flung a stool at a minister reading from the English (episcopal) prayer book, inciting the rest of the congregation to revolt.)
Gerhard (first referenced: Dec 5, 1990) (1.6180339887498 – see May 1, 1991) (D – see May 1, 1993) (Gimel – see Dec 1, 1993)

Godel, Kurt (first referenced: Dec 5, 1990) (Zayin – see Dec 1, 1993) (Historically: (1906-1978), Austrian-born logician, known primarily for his research in philosophy and mathematics.)
Haschke, Heinrich (first referenced: Dec 7, 1994) (described by the Orphanage’s Announcement as a “fellow traveller”, along with L.J. Bates and Monier-Williams)

Horn, Gustav Karlsson (first referenced: May 1 (Apr 29) 1999) – Horn has apparently found/developed a better method of encryption via the Internet; (according to the Dec 6 2000 announcement, Horn sent fraternal greetings to The McNab and The McLeod)

Iberich (first referenced: Dec 5, 1990)

Ireton, Henry (first referenced: Dec 5, 1990) (Beth – see Dec 1, 1993) (Historically: friend and son-in-law of Oliver Cromwell)

Jeremy (Dec 3, 2003: “The Orphanage, sub auctoritate Exodus 17:16 told Jeremy to “wait no longer””)

Kitchener Pasha (first referred to: March 15, 1985) (1.618033 – see May 1, 1991) (H – see May 1, 1993) (Peh – see Dec 1, 1993) (Segol – see Dec 1, 1993) (Kitchener refers to Horatio Herbert Kitchener, the British soldier and statesman) (Pasha, title of a high-ranking officer used throughout the Ottoman Empire. It was placed after the name as an honorary title, the highest accolade in the empire.)
Latimer, Hugh (first referenced: March 21, 1990) (1.61803 – see May 1, 1991) (referred to in the March 21, 1990 announcement as having boarded the ‘City of Richmond’) (always associated with Ridley) (received a copy of The Reality Handbook – see Jan 16, 1991) (N – see May 1, 1993) (Resh – see Dec. 1, 1993) (Historically: (c. 1485-1555), English prelate, reformer, and Protestant martyr, burnt at the stake alongside Nicholas Ridley)
Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm (first referenced: Dec 1, 1993) (Samekh – see Dec 1, 1993) (Sadhe – see Dec. 1, 1993) (Historically: (1649 – 1716), German philosopher, mathematician and statesman, regarded as one of the supreme intellects of the 17th Century)

The Little Orphan Children (first referenced: May 1, 1990) (1.618033988749 – see May 1, 1991) (have a “house label”, which The Asylum Choir ordered, according to the May 1 (Apr 29) 1999 announcement) (according to the Dec 6 2000 announcement, they left their “business card” at 14 Summer Street, 4th Floor, 02148, Malden, Mass., USA; there are apparently a lot of businesses located on the 4th Floor but it seems it might be the New England Associated Clearing House that the Little Orphan Children visited)

The Loyal Order of Un-reconstructed Freaks (first referenced: May 1, 1991)

Luther, Martin (1483 – 1546: Historically, a German theologian who led the Reformation; believed that salvation is granted on the basis of faith rather than deeds)

Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung) “Long Live Chairman Mao!” in the early 1980s announcements; (1890 – 1976: Historically, a Chinese philosopher and statesman, who applied Marxism to China’s conditions; he is famous for the original contribution that under certain conditions the peasant class can be a force for revolutionary change. Previously Marxists had analysed the peasant class as a ‘backward’ force. Mao became leader of the People’s Republic of China, the most populous nation on Earth, in 1949 and held leadership until his death as an old man in 1976.)

Matthias Flacius (Illyricus) (first referenced: Jan 20, 1988) (1.61803398 – see May 1, 1991) (A – see May 1, 1993) (Heth – see Dec 1, 1993) (Historically: (1520-1575), German Lutheran reformer, born in Albona, Illyria (now Istria, Croatia))
Melanchthon, Philip (first referenced: Sept 14, 1987) (1.6180339887 – see May 1, 1991) (K – see May 1, 1993) (Yod – see Dec 1, 1993) (Historically: (1497-1560), German scholar and religious reformer.)
The Midget Tag Team (first referenced: Sept 27, 1989) (see May 1, 1992) (according to the Dec 6 2000 announcement, “booked an extended engagement at 250 ‘E’ St., SW, 20019”, which is the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency)

Mistah Kurtz (from Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness; T. S. Eliot has the line “Mistah Kurtz, he dead” as an ‘epigram’ for The Hollow Men) (first referred to: May 1, 1986, with the tongue-in-cheek literary reference of: “Mistah Kurtz is not dead”) (1.618033988 – see May 1, 1991) (according to an interpretation of Jan 22, 1992, Mistah Kurtz might have issued the announcement of May 1, 1991) (M – see May 1, 1993)

Moivre, Abraham de (first referenced: Dec 4, 1991) (Hiriq – see Dec 1, 1993) (Historically: (1667 - 1754), French mathematician famous for de Moivre's formula, which links complex numbers and trigonometry, and for his work on the normal distribution and probability theory.)
Monier-Williams, Sir Monier (first referenced: Dec 7, 1994) (described by the Orphanage’s Announcement as a “fellow traveller”, along with L.J. Bates and Heinrich Haschke) (Historically: a British Sanskrit scholar)

Morgan, Capt. (first referenced: May 1, 1987; The Orphanage’s Capt. Morgan is apparently the captain of a ship, the Arbella) (J – see May 1, 1993) (Tav – see Dec 1, 1993) (Morgan appears to be a ref. to Edmund S. Morgan who wrote an essay on the Winthrop fleet (Morgan, Edmund S. ‘John Winthrop’s ‘Modell of Christian Charity’ in a Wider Context’, The Huntington Library Quarterly 50 (Winter 1987): 145-151.) (see here for the historical ref.) (Captain Morgan is also a brand of rum, as well as a mid-17th Century pirate, which fits in with all the privateer references and Letters of Marque) (Alternatively, see Juls’ interpretation as to the identity of Capt. Morgan) (In addition, someone on the Fortean Times Message Board found a possible third Capt. Morgan, who authored a book on Freemasonry in 1827; see also this reference on Freemasonry’s Morgan from a poster in the comments section of the April 4 1988 announcement) (At some point before the publication of the Oct 24 1990 announcement, something happened to Capt. Morgan; an anomaly was perceived in his transmission and it was to be assumed that he was in hostile territory unless visual confirmation could be confirmed. Considering his name is referenced again in later announcements, I believe it is safe to assume that the Captain made it out of whatever trouble he’d managed to get himself into. What trouble this was, however, never seems to have been touched on again; at least, not overtly.)

Morphy, Paul (first referenced: April 4, 1988) (Daleth – see May 1, 1993) (Historically: American chess player)

Norbert (first referenced: April 4, 1988) (From Feb 8, 2000 letter – (unscheduled) announcement of April 4, 1988) (Norbert’s House is mentioned in the Dec 3, 2003 announcement) (possibly refers to Norbert Wiener, (1894-1964), American mathematician and founder of cybernetics. Cybernetics has been mentioned before; most notably if I remember correctly, the cybernetic upgrade of one of the Orphanage’s ships)

Officer in Command for Europe [for the Orphanage] – see Dec 1, 1993. There was some speculation that the OIC’s name might be ‘Skakel’, until someone pointed out that ‘Skakel’ is simply a mistranslation on our part of the Afrikaans text. So, for the moment, the OIC’s identity remains unknown.

Owsley, Stanley or Owsley, Richard (external link) (first referenced: Sept 14, 1987; however, see also May 1, 1986) (1.6 – see May 1, 1991) (B – see May 1, 1993) (Lamed – see Dec 1, 1993) (I think it is safe to assume that it Stanley Owsley that is being referenced here, rather than Richard Owsley, since the location of Stan’s first LSD factory, 1647 Virginia Street, was mentioned in one of the announcements; however, I wouldn’t put it past the Orphanage to have this name, or any other name, contain a double meaning)

Petersson, Olof (first referenced: Jan 20, 1988) (Mem – see Dec 1, 1993)

Ridley, Nicholas (first referenced: March 21, 1990) (1.61803 – see May 1, 1991) (referred to in the March 21, 1990 announcement as having boarded the ‘City of Richmond’) (always associated with Latimer) (received a copy of The Reality Handbook – see Jan 16, 1991) (N – see May 1, 1993) (Resh – see Dec. 1, 1993) (Historically: (c. 1500-1555), English Protestant prelate, reformer, and martyr, burnt to death at the stake alongside Hugh Latimer)
Samuel (first referenced: May 1, 1990)

Schrödinger, Erwin (first referenced: Jan 20, 1988) (1.61 – see May 1, 1991) (F – see May 1, 1993) (Ayin – see Dec 1, 1993) (Historically: (1887-1961), Austrian physicist and Nobel laureate, best known for his mathematical studies of the wave mechanics of orbiting electrons.)
Westmore, Truman (Dec 3, 2003 announcement; met with the Epworth League in Watertown)

Winthrop, John (First referred to: April 8, 1987) (referred to in the Jan 20, 1988 announcement as “John W.”) (1.0 – see May 1, 1991) (C – see May 1, 1993) (Kaph – see Dec 1, 1993) (often associated with Capt. Morgan and the Arbella; see here for the historical ref.: http://www.iigs.org/newsletter/9802news/winthrop.htm) (the historical Winthrop wrote a sermon, ‘City Upon a Hill’, a colony in which Puritan values/godliness were the order of the day.)

PEOPLE/CHARACTERS: E-MAILS, LETTERS, DELIVERIES AND PHONE CALLS (Back to Contents)
French woman (heard on the audiotapes from the August 13 2003 and the September 23 2003 deliveries) (51-years-old, according to the Pimp.) (Considering her age, I’m wondering if she might be one of the Founders…) (Gurdjieff died in 1949) (I wonder if she was a student at Passy-St-Honore?)

Adolescent Boy (heard on Bryan’s answering machine, from April 3 2001, April 17 2001, and May 1 2001 – approx. May 4 2001 recordings) (sounds like he’s aged between 15 and 17 years old) (I wonder if you have to be above a certain age in order to qualify becoming a Member, or if qualification is based on other factors?)

Aleph (see notation made by the Orphanage, Dec. 5, 1990) (might actually refer to Fabius Cunctator (see Dec. 1, 1993), assuming either the ‘ph’ in Aleph is a misspelling, or the ‘f’ in Alef is)

Boris and Natasha (in the comments section of the May 1, 2003 announcement) (explain that they have temp. taken over for Rocky and Bullwinkle) (The American television cartoon Rocky and Bullwinkle featured the antagonists Boris and Natasha) I am as yet uncertain what connection, if any, Rocky and Bullwinkle might have to either revolutions or Methodism.

E Pluribus (first referenced: March 10, 2000 e-mail; however, this is not a name, but rather a signature; the text is also imprinted on the infamous Brasher Doubloon as well as the Great Seal of the United States, chosen by the first Great Seal committee in 1776. The full quote is “E Pluribus, unum”, translated: Out of Many, One)

Gurdjieff, George Ivanovitch (external link) (featured in the French woman’s audiotape of September 23, 2003) (Historically: (c. 1866 – 1949))

‘The Pimp’ - name given by Bryan to the individual who signs his e-mails as ‘Yo Bud’; I hope the Pimp doesn’t take offence at me for writing this, as I do enjoy reading his e-mails, as I’m sure do many of the contributors (I honestly do think he should bring out a rap CD – Pimpin’ for the Orphanage, although some people might take that title the wrong way and twist it in their little minds… Bryan obviously wasn’t thinking when he named him ‘The Pimp’. What kind of an orphanage has a pimp?), but every time I read his e-mails I can’t help imagining him walking into an Internet Café somewhere, stinking to high heaven of his “Dempsta Dumpster” and asking to use a computer; which, I suppose, does beg the question – where did he learn his computer skills? Was he educated by the Orphanage after he became a Member? If so, why does the Orphanage let him live in a Dumpster; why not set him up with ‘normal’ housing? Or does he choose to live there? Again, no offence to either the Pimp or his “Dempsta Dumpster”, which I’m sure is a very comfortable and accommodating home.

Rocky and Bullwinkle - took over from the Pimp when the Pimp was off doing something else, apparently on assignment for the Orphanage; although I have never seen the American television cartoon Rocky and Bullwinkle, the disposition of their e-mails does not seem to match what little I know of those two characters whose names these Orphanage Members have apparently appropriated. I am as yet uncertain what connection, if any, Rocky and Bullwinkle might have to either revolutions or Methodism.

Zeb From the ‘pblonde’ e-mail of October 31 1998. This e-mail may or may not have been a hoax. The name or signature ‘Zeb’ was not among those mentioned in the December 1, 1993 announcement; however, to be fair, many of the names featured in the announcements did not appear on that list either. The tone of the ‘pblonde’ e-mail, however, does lead me to believe that it was probably a hoax; it just doesn’t seem to follow the format of the other communiqués that Bryan has received. Considering that ‘Zeb’ claims to be an insider, yet refuses to give any hints, is what really makes me suspicious; even Boris and Natasha have been more helpful, and they have more credibility.

PEOPLE/CHARACTERS: THE OPPOSITION (Back to Contents)
The Catholic Church? The Vatican? The Republican Party?

Presumably the names below are derogative names applied to whomever it is The Orphanage are fighting against, as opposed to names the Opposition chose for themselves. The Opposition ‘sections’ are listed below in their apparent hierarchical order, ascending to descending:

The Pelagians (according to the April 29, 2000 e-mail, the Pelagians are the “masters” of the Revisionists, further implying a hierarchical order)

Pelagius, a British monk, born in the latter part of the 4th century, who denied the doctrines of hereditary sin, of the connection between sin and death, and of conversion through grace. He and his followers basically thought that man can achieve salvation without the intervention of God. Pelagius effectively denied the teachings of St. Augustine of Hippo. The Catholic Church held a similar, although not exact, view to Pelagius: God did not have to be involved in salvation; the Church – composed of men – could grant salvation.

The Revisionists (of history? Isn’t this exactly what the Orphanage are apparently trying to do, except on a far grander scale, by revising reality itself?) (Bob notes that the first significant role of the Jesuits was to act as ‘the main instruments of the Counter-Reformation’. They wanted not merely to revise history, but to turn back history through the ‘re-conquest’ of the Protestant states.)

The Hirelings (Hireling: a person who works only for money) (Jesus used the term  ‘Hirelings’ to describe clerics who are not true shepherds of their flocks. An anti-Catholic group would certainly hold that view of the Catholic clergy.)

The Pigs (the police? FBI? It is well documented that a ‘Pig’ is a derogatory term, coined by the youth culture of the ‘60s and ‘70s, used to refer to agents of authority, particularly law enforcement officials.) (This e-mail states that the Pigs are “obviously” lowest in the hierarchical order of the Opposition, and that they are “certainly not trying to become Members” of the Orphanage)

Bob’s original interpretation of the Opposition hierarchy:

Pelagians = Jesuits

Revisionists = those the Jesuits ‘control’, Knights of Malta, etc.

Hirelings = Regular clergy

Pigs = Government officials in the Jesuits’  ‘control’

Bob’s revised (sic) interpretation of the Opposition hierarchy:

Pelagians = Catholic Church

Revisionists = Jesuits

Hirelings = Regular clergy

Pigs = Government officials helping the church

Iroquois (first referenced: Jan 20, 1988: the Iroquois were reported by the Orphanage’s intel to not be coming to the aid of the Narragansett) 

Historically: A powerful group of Native nations in the northeast of North America, which came to include the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca and Tuscarora. The Iroquois Confederacy was most powerful around 1680. After that, war and European diseases gradually weakened them.

Narragansett (see Dec. 2, 1998; they also appear in Jan 20, 1988) – Winthrop was to use Fermi’s Fear against the Narragansett; so, is the Narragansett a type of weapon, a Pelagian/Pig base, another opposition group, or something else?

The Narragansett, historically, were a Native American tribe that was violently opposed to the Puritan settlements and a bloody war resulted with the Puritans basically exterminating them.

Williams, Roger (first referenced: Jan 20, 1988: referred to as “Roger Williams and his Pelagian cesspool”) (See the comment made by ‘Near a Terminal’, in the comments section of the January 20 1988 announcement on August 29 2001, regarding the baptism issue; that is, Williams founded the first Baptist Church of America and practised adult baptism) (Historically: strongly associated with the Narragansett tribe, from whom he eventually purchased the lands that he named ‘Providence’ and ‘Rhode Island’; Williams advocated that the morally right way to obtain land from the Native American people was to purchase it from them, as opposed to taking the land by force.)

PLACES (Back to Contents)
14 Summer Street, 4th Floor, 02148, Malden, Mass., USA (Where the Little Orphan Children left their “business card” according to the Dec 6 2000 announcement; there are apparently a lot of businesses located on the 4th Floor but it seems it might be the New England Associated Clearing House that the Little Orphan Children visited)

1647 Virginia Street, 94703 (In 1965, the home of Augustus Stanley Owsley, and the location of Owsley’s first LSD factory)

927 Dillinger House, Tucson, Arizona (see the photographs in the letters received May 30, 2003)

Archive, The (Referred to in the Feb 8, 2000 letter) (This suggests that there are other archives; presumably this one is located at the Orphanage’s HQ; however, it seems, from the Feb 8, 2000 letter that any attempt to access the main Archive would result in “complications which could prove unpleasant”); Referred to as the Central Archive in the November 12, 2000 e-mail.

Arizona Daily Wildcat (founded 1899; generally referred to by the acronym ADW) (not actually a place, I know, but I didn’t feel like creating a miscellaneous section for just one topic; consider it linked to the University)

Arizona University (founded 1885)

Ascension Island (7.57 S, 14.22 W) (see March 21, 1990 announcement) (territory of the United Kingdom)

Bank One (used to be the Valley National Bank), 2 East Congress, 85701, Tucson, Arizona, USA
Barcelona, Spain (The following co-ordinates are just off the coast: 41.23 N x 2.11 E)

Berkeley, CA (37.52 N  x   122.18 W)

Blitterswijck, the Netherlands (from May 1, 1988 announcement) (51.53 N, 6.11 E)

Bombay, India (from February 8, 1989 announcement) (The following co-ordinates are just off the coast: 19 N x 72.48 E)

Boston, MA (42.15 N  x   71.7 W)

Charles River, Boston (from February 8, 1989 announcement, and various others)

Cholla Cactus Garden, Joshua Tree National Park (from Feb 23 2000; photograph number 4 in layer 5) (note: the identity of the place shown in this photograph is still unconfirmed)

Corsica, Texas (32.17 N  x   96.47 W)

Cuidad Juarez/El Paso (from February 8, 1989 announcement) (31.46 N  x   106.28 W)

Department of Education, 490 L’Enfant Plaza East, SW, 20219, Washington DC; allegedly broken into on April 2, 1988 by Orphanage members (see May 1, 1988); According to March 21, 1990: “The Pelagians still hold the lease” on the Department of Education address.

Dun Caan, Isle of Raasay (according to the contributors, relates to the McLeod referenced on Feb 2, 1988; of course, MacLeod might refer to a person as well, which simply points up the possible multiple layers of meaning.)

El Paso, Soccoro (Wof31.46N x  106.28 W)

The Embarcadero, Pier 9, San Francisco – A crescent-shaped boulevard in San Francisco which borders the edge of the peninsula; from it, Market Street, the principal thoroughfare, runs diagonally to the southwest, bisecting the city. North of Market Street are the main commercial sections of the city, and to the south are the older sections and industrial areas. The Orphanage ships (?) seem to have docked here a number of times.

Feather River placers (first referenced: November 30, 1988) (39° 30.5 N, 121° 28.6 W)

Geneva, Switzerland (or rather, just to the south of it) (see May 1, 1988 announcement) (46.13 N, 6.11 E)

German Historical Museum (Deutsches Historisches Musuem) (first referenced: May 1, 2002: only the address, Unter den Linden 2 D-10117, and telephone number, +49.30.40304-0, were given in the announcement; it is located on the main street in Berlin, and is housed in the Zeughaus (arsenal)) (What might be its main item of interest?)

Geronimo’s Cave, Arizona (from March 21, 1990; map on the left) (see also Miner’s Needle and Weaver’s Needle)

Grandpa’s Farm – (first referenced: Sept 28, 1988) A safe house of some sort? Or, is it referring to the airport: Grandpa’s Farm Mendota Airport, Mendota, Illinois, USA, which would certainly fit in with the theory that the Arbella, et al. are in fact aircraft, not ships; two of the Orphanage Members – I forget which – were mentioned in one of the announcements from the 1980s as having holed up at Grandpa’s Farm for a period of rest (after they broke into the Department of Education, I believe); also, in the Sept. 27, 1989 announcement the Arbella was said to be in transit from Grandpa’s Farm to the Orphanage.

Halle/Leipzeig (51.53 N  x   12.40 E)

Hotel California (first referenced: Sept 14, 1987) (Address given for the Hotel California: 133 Hermann Street, San Francisco, California is the address for the San Francisco Mint) (although it should be noted that there are many actual Hotel California’s around the world, and indeed it seems that Orphanage members may have stayed in, or rendezvoused, at some of them); May 1, 1990 mentions the Hotel California’s Billiards Room, while May 1, 1993 mentions the Hotel California’s Pendulum Room and May 1, 1994 mentions The Plenary Session and The Projection Room (which appears to be accessible only through secret corridors); The Hausdorff Room is mentioned in the May 1, 1995 announcement; The Delectation Dome is mentioned in the May 1, 1996 announcement; The Vault is mentioned in the May 1, 1997 announcement; The Cypher Room is mentioned in the May 1, 1998 announcement; The Geometric Hall is mentioned in the May 1 (Apr 29), 1999 announcement; Riemann Room is mentioned in the May 1, 2002 announcement; apparently the Orphanage have (or had?) a savings account at the San Francisco Mint: “Schrodinger has opened a savings account at 113 Herman St. [San Francisco, CA] 94102” (see May 1, 1990), possibly under the name of ‘Leo X.’ (see May 1, 1993)

Hotel Gadsden, 1046 G Ave., Douglas, AZ, 85607 (first referenced: May 1, 1996 announcement) (Bryan received a letter, on May 16, 1999, purporting to have been mailed from someone at the Hotel Gadsden, although the postmark was Tucson.)

Massachusetts Bay Harbour (42.3  N  x   70.55 W)

Massachusetts State House, Boston (see Sept. 14 1987 announcement; for a picture, see the December 6 2000 announcement)

Miners Needle: Related to Weaver’s Needle, both are geological formations near Apache Junction, Arizona. Take the Peralta trailhead, forest service road 77 off USHWY 60 or first water trailhead SH88. Long hike, apparently.

National Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY, 10115 (from Nov. 22, 1983): Either was, or still is, the location of the Orphanage’s HQ; Seem to have moved into their new HQ, or at least were planning to, on February 1, 1984.
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An aerial photograph of 475 Riverside Drive

Norbert’s House (Dec 3, 2003 announcement) Possibly refers to Norbert Weiner, of MIT, Boston

Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, 250 E St. SW 20019, USA (see Dec 6 2000 announcement)

Passy St. Honore, 177 Avenue, Victor Hugo, 75116 (XVIem), Paris (see Aug 13, 2003 delivery); was also once the site of an orphanage (1866 – 1930 (?))

Piccadilly Square, London (from Feb 23 2000 delivery; the final photo in layer 9, page46.jpg) (photograph seems to focus on the statue of Eros)

Pima County Courthouse: (March 10, 1993 announcement) The apparent end-location of the puzzle found on this page. That page leads you to a painting on the wall of the University of Arizona law library, a painting of the Pima County Courthouse circa 1930.

Pinckney Street, Boston or Madison, Wisconsin (see Sept. 14, 1987) However, the references (in Sept. 14 1987 and Jan 20 1988) to the River Charles, the possible association of Norbert's House with MIT uber-geek Norbert Weiner, the State House reference more than likely being the Massachusetts State House (which has been ref. in other announcements, most notably Dec 6 2000), leads me to believe that it is Boston rather than Madison being referenced here. Either way, Pinckney Street in Sept. 14 1987 announcement ties in with the Jan. 20 1988 announcement, as well as Norbert’s House, etc.

Presidio (external link), downtown Tucson, AZ

RSA Security, Japan (external link): RSA Security’s toll-free technical support number was given in Letter #3 of approx. Oct. 20, 2000 (external link). Why remains unknown.

Samangwa, Zaire (from March 21, 1990 announcement; the map on the right)

Sarnen, Switzerland (from March 19, 2000 mail; note: the identity of this location, based on the photographs, seems to be unconfirmed for the moment)

Schoenhof’s Foreign Books, 76A Mount Auburn Street, 02138; was mentioned regarding the Winter Tour: “Room reservations are on file at 76A Mount Auburn Street, 02138. Ask for our Fellow Travellers L.J. Bates, Monier-Williams and Heinrich Jaschke. Monier-Williams has the Complete Itinerary in his room (#262), Drawer 3. The Orphanage has specified Fourth Level… [etc, etc.]”

Skye, Isle of (according to the contributors, the McNab referenced on Feb 2, 1988 refers to the site of a former Inn on the Isle of Skye of that name; of course, these may refer to characters as well, which simply highlights the possible multiple layers of meaning.)

Sintra/Lisboa, Spain (38.44 N  x    9.9 W)

Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas: a Xeroxed photograph (external link) of the campus was mailed to Bryan on March 19, 2000. Note, also, the possible connection to Dallas Section.

Tucson, Arizona (32.231N, 110.96W) (Tucson is derived from a Papago term for “foot of the mountain”; so, does this mean that we are all Sisyphus, and the Mystery is our stone?)
Weaver’s Needle: A hiking place in Arizona, apparently very treacherous and unmapped. Near Apache trail, Ariz Highway 88, from Apache Junction.

Wells Fargo From the delivery of November 18, 2003. Not too long after this delivery reached Bryan, Reuters reported on a theft (and recovery) of Wells Fargo bank computers containing personal information about customers. 

Westminster Palace (Houses of Parliament), United Kingdom (from Feb 29 2000 mailed photograph)

Whitehall, London (from January 20 1988 announcement and others) Headquarters of the British Civil Service

SHIPS/AIRCRAFT (Back to Contents)
The actual identity of these has yet to be determined. The language used in the texts suggests that they are ships (such as docking at the Embarcadero, sailing around the Cape of South Africa, etc.); they certainly are historical names of ships. The question however is whether the Orphanage is using them in that context. It is possible that they are in fact aircraft; another interpretation is that they are smuggling routes of some kind (exactly what the Orphanage is smuggling has yet to be determined).

On the assumption that they are aircraft, it is possible that they are light aircraft (Cessnas or some such); in which case it would be useful if someone could calculate the distance between Grandpa’s Farm (in Mendota, Illinois) and New York – could a light aircraft make such a trip (they never give any indication of stopping for refuelling points on the way, unless there’s been some sort of danger/trouble).

Arbella (First referred to: April 8, 1987) (has a ship’s surgeon – see Dec 3, 2003)

Historical: Winthrop Fleet’s Passenger List; The Winthrop Society (external links)

Aurora (from May 1, 1986) (Historically: the Aurora was in the Neva River (in St. Petersburg) when the Russian ‘October Revolution’ of 1917 occurred. Its sailors supported the revolt, firing on the Winter Palace, and contributing greatly to the speed with which the revolt succeeded. Photograph here.) (According to the May 1, 1986 announcement, Mistah Kurtz was reported to be onboard the Aurora, and would land once the Neva Bridges had been secured.)

City of Richmond (first mentioned: March 21, 1990)

1931 Bugatti Type 41 Royale Henri Binder Coupe de Ville (first mentioned: when?) (It is possible that this is simply a car, or some form of land transportation; but until this is confirmed for certain, it will remain under Ships/Aircraft)


This page (external link) provides photographs and statistics of the car.

History of the Bugatti Type 41: Ettore Bugatti, the designer and producer of the Type 41, intended this model for sale to European monarchs. However, economic crisis did not allow this idea to develop, and only six units of this monster’s chassis saw the light. Later, several firms made eleven various bodies based on the original chassis. And why is it called the ‘monster’? Judge for yourself: the volume of its eight-cylinder engine is 12763 cm3 and its weight is about 350 kg. The length of a block of cylinders is 1.4 m, total length of the car is 7320 mm, and the diameter of each wheel is 914 mm. It is interesting that for the Type 41 they produced more engines than chassis and, when the production of this car stopped, Bugatti used these extra engines for locomotive drives.
Nezach (first mentioned: March 21, 1990)

TRADE ROUTES (Back to Contents)
Around the Horn (either refers to travelling around the Horn of Africa, or to travelling past Cape Horn, southern Chile; I’ll have to find the announcement where this is mentioned and see if I can’t figure out which ‘Horn’ they were going around)

Great Circle Route (from Sep. 27 1989: “The Pelagians have intersected the Great Circle Route via the Embarcadero, therefore Winthrop will trace the rhumb line through the Panamints, etc., etc.”)


Bryan calculated the rhumb line from the Panamints (a mountain range to the west of Death Valley, California) to 36.04, etc.:

A) Great Circle Distance: 4671 n miles

B) Rhumb Line Distance: 4975 n miles

C) Difference between ‘A’ and ‘B’: 301 n miles

D) Rhumb Line Course: 270˚

E) Reverse Rhumb Line: 90˚

Gulfstream (referred to in: still looking for this one) (warm current of the North Atlantic Ocean, flowing in a generally north-easterly direction from the Straits of Florida to the Grand Banks, east and south of Newfoundland Island. The term is often extended to include the North Atlantic Drift, which flows from the Grand Banks to the shores of western Europe, Scandinavia, and the eastern islands of the Arctic Ocean.)

ENCRYPTION/DECRYPTION (Back to Contents)
DES: from May 1, 1992 clues, stands for Data Encryption Standard. It’s the most prevalent way of securely encoding data, widely used in industry etc. More info can be found here (external link). 

According to Matt, who posted underneath the May 1, 1990 announcement: “I am studying cryptography at my University. Kipawa Condor is correct. The messages are literally coded.  With each message is published a key.  The key lies in the leitmotiv statement.  Use the leitmotiv statement to decode the actual text.  The rest of the page is filler junk to throw you off.”

It should be noted that classified advertisements and the like are an excellent means of clandestine communication. Suppose you were screening my mail, looking for some coded communication. Amongst all the Discover card offers and so on that appear every month, there is a copy of a student newspaper. How much time do you spend scrutinizing the ads and articles for coded messages? Would you even think to do so? 

Granted, a full page ad is pricey in the Wildcat, but not compared to the New York Times, and one can pick up an armload of free copies of the paper on campus and mail them anywhere in the world without causing suspicion, or conspirators could simply subscribe for $99.00 a year and get them 3rd class mail. 

It would also seem likely that these things appear the way they do in order to dramatically lower the possibility of anyone attributing them to their true source or affinity group. Perhaps it is very deeply masked. Since it looks so bizarre, it has the potential to pass unnoticed by entities tasked with traditional cloak and dagger communications interception. Unfortunately, I am at the moment unable to imagine a group for whom such actions would be so unlikely as to be unthinkable, but there must be one. 

I am also suddenly curious as to whether similar advertisements have ever been placed in the periodicals of other Universities. I imagine it would be least suspicious for each conspirator to receive the paper of someplace he or she had some connection with, and surely not everyone would be a U of A alumnus. 

With regard to the February 8, 1989 announcement, Tobasco (posted November 2, 2003) had the following interpretation: “Seems to be saying, ‘When you read this, stop using all previously used formulas for coding messages because ‘The Pigs’ have figured part of the code out. Also, stop broadcasting on the current frequency. Start using the new frequency which can be deciphered by using ‘consonantal metrics’ on the handwritten foreign phrase.’”

Consonantal metrics = describing the rhythmic structure of languages from acoustic-phonetic measurement - basically counting numbers of syllables or ‘perceived beats’ when speaking aloud. The key is to read aloud the Hebrew text (or whatever language that is) and count the distinct beats heard. This will give the new coordinates to ‘set the new focal aperture’. If ‘aperture’ is to be taken literally, then we’re talking about setting the focus of a lens – perhaps a telescope. 

My guess, however, is that they’re basically talking about a broadcast frequency. Therefore, I assume because of the way the text is spaced, each group of words, when counting the syllables, will represent one digit of the frequency to tune into.  There are three groups of symbols so the final result will be a three digit number which would be consistent with radio frequencies.

If you want to throw in a conspiracy theory or an alien agenda, these guys could be ‘focusing’ a radio telescope to monitor on a certain frequency for a transmission from space. This would be consistent with all of the references to equators, globes, stars, etc.”

THE ORPHANAGE AS PSYCHOLOGISTS (Back to Contents)
February 28, 2002 E-mail: “We have a long-standing project studying the nature of consciousness and especially its transmission through the physical envelope of the human persona.”

Does this mean they are all just psychologists and this is merely one massive psychological experiment?

It is possible that the announcements are an elaborate exercise in meta-programming (external link): that the aim of the announcements is to make the reader shift belief systems with each announcement, to demonstrate that, ultimately, they are all just different frameworks into which one fits their experiences. Alternatively, it could be that the announcements are trying to lead its readers into a specific frame of reference, apparently either one of revolution, or of Methodism.

It is also possible that everything we have seen is merely a cover, enabling the Orphanage to better assess the educational level/intelligence of the contributors. Now, that doesn’t explain why they would do it for twenty-odd years. It’s possible that the Orphanage has become a goal in and of itself; it has become self-propagating. Because so many people got drawn into it, psychologically, it has become a self-sustaining myth, and those who post the announcements feel ‘compelled’ to continue to do so, with ever more elaborate puzzles.

WHY TUCSON? (Back to Contents)
According to the Orphanage: “Why not Tucson?”

This has been loosely interpreted to mean that nobody in their right mind (sic), especially the Opposition, would expect anything important to come out of Arizona.

WHY ARE THE ORPHANAGE SO GRATEFUL THAT BRYAN HAS SET UP THE MAY DAY SITE? (Back to Contents)
From Feb. 25, 2002 (and similar to numerous other communiqués regarding this subject): “Your numerous efforts have been [generally] beneficial to both our strategic and tactical goals – and you deserve to be fully rewarded.”

The only answer I can think of is that Bryan has inadvertently done on a global scale – via the Internet – what the Orphanage were doing on a local scale; i.e. the May Day site is merely a larger version of the Arizona Daily Wildcat.

As to what exactly it is the Orphanage is trying to achieve by posting their communications so publicly – albeit encrypted – I have no idea (aside from possibly recruiting/getting the attention of potential Members).

Of course, this begs the question – why don’t the Orphanage simply establish their own website, or simply mail the communications directly to Bryan as opposed to continuing to take the roundabout – and expensive – route of posting them in the ADW? The only answer seems to be that they fear the Opposition’s skills – as limited as the Orphanage might claim those skills to be – in terms of electronics/computers. Plus, the fact that by placing the announcements in ADW provides a physical archive of all past and present Announcements; no offence to Bryan, but the University’s methods of keeping archives are probably a lot more secure and safe than an old milk crate. (Although it should be noted that they appear to have some difficulties in reaching their own Main Archive, which apparently houses all the Announcements, amongst – I’m assuming – other material; so, whereas Bryan’s site might not be permanent – the various computer crashes and accidental deleting of information that has been encountered in the past – it is apparently more easily accessible, particularly for any Members who might be overseas). Also, it might partly be as a result of tradition/force of habit on their part (despite the cost).

“The Pimp” has also remarked numerous times (e.g. Dec 3, 2002 e-mail) that he is impressed with the number of intelligent people that the May Day Mystery has attracted, and attributes this to “somthun abou ma Bro Bry”.

Alternatively, as has been remarked on the Fortean Times Message Board, our attempts to decode the Mystery might in fact be obscuring it.

The Orphanage are quick to point out that any problems/difficulties/or worse that the Cause or its Members might encounter (as portrayed in the Announcements, e-mails, deliveries and/or letters) are not the result of anything on the May Day Mystery website. As “Boris and Natasha’s” May 8, 2003 e-mail stated, “The ‘compromised’ locations did not result from this site. No one on this site has ever done us any harm.”

RELEVANT BOOKS (Back to Contents)
(All are external links)

The Bible (see World Wide Study Bible)

Foucault’s Pendulum by Umberto Eco

Illuminatus! by Robert Anton Wilson and Robert Shea

Kim by Rudyard Kipling

The Magus by John Fowles

RELEVANT FILMS (Back to Contents)
(All are external links)

Luther
Magnolia (Carlos’ Magnolia notes, external link)

RELEVANT MUSIC (Back to Contents)
From the June 4, 2000 letter: Vivaldi’s ‘Concerto in B Minor for 4 guitars and orchestra’ (English title)

1_Allegro.mp3 (External link)

2_Largo-Larghetto.mp3 (External link)

3_Allegro.mp3 (External link)

According to page four (external link) of the June 4, 2000 letter, “if you listen with both your reason and aesthetic sensibility, a new, more pleasant and more encompassing grasp of the mechanics will present itself. Let it convey you into a new space.” 

GENERAL QUESTIONS (Back to Contents)
If you have an answer, or think you can provide a direction towards finding an answer, on any of these questions, please e-mail me:

· How can we be certain that the people that send Brian the packages/e-mails/letters are the same people that post the Announcements? The letters/e-mail/packages have always referenced people, etc. in the announcements, but, as far as we can tell, never the other way around.

· Is there a missing announcement for March 29, 1999? (See Dec 1, 1999)

· What happened on August 25, 1969? (See May 1, 1991)

· From what/who and why were the Orphanage ‘orphaned’? Where are their ‘parents’ now?

· The authors of the letters/e-mails addressed to Bryan et al. sometimes use the German word Maitag (‘May Day’); why would they use the German, in a largely English text? Is that their native, or preferred language? Or are they alluding to Martin Luther through their use of the German language?

· On Oct 11, 2000 the Founders convened and apparently honoured the Oath regarding the Agenda. Can we confirm that the Oath was honoured?

A NOTE ON A CERTAIN UNNAMED INDIVIDUAL (Back to Contents)
Bryan does know who posts the announcements in the ADW; he has also met him. However, Bryan, like many of the contributors, would prefer not to pursue the angle of who posts the announcements and thus brute force the Mystery; although tempting, particularly after having grappled with the Mystery after so many years, it would probably be more psychologically and intellectually beneficial to pursue the Mystery for its own sake and solve it on its own terms.

If, however, you are amongst those who would like to brute force the Mystery, you can try, but please do not attempt to involve the rest of us. A good place to start would be this article (external link). A word of warning though: stay within the law; the individual in question may or may not be opening himself up to public scrutiny by posting these announcements (and being involved with the Orphanage), but he still has a right to privacy, etc. We don’t want anyone getting arrested.

IT’S A FRAT BOY PRANK! (Back to Contents)
To all those who believe that this might be the work of frat boys, or kids with nothing better to do, consider this – the amount of money spent.

Advert pricing at the ADW, and a full-page ad on the police beat page (the most popular and most expensive ad page, and where most of the mayday mystery ads show up) costs right around $1,000. Half-page ads are not that much cheaper. This has been going on, year on year, for 22 years; assuming there haven’t been any major alterations to the ADW’s pricing scheme, that would come to a total of at least $22,000. That’s a hell of a lot for a frat boy to spend on a prank, the only definite return of which would be potential embarrassment for the various contributors and the ADW. 

Add to this the cost of sending Bryan his various packages and letters (not just the cost of mailing them, but also the cost of what was inside, particularly the various amounts of currency and gold).

Some people have suggested that this can be ruled out as being the work of a mentally insane individual (or group of individuals) because of its complexity, the amount of obvious time and effort put into it, and the fact that, in its own weird way, it seems to sustain itself (characters re-occur, as do organisations, but don’t mysteriously switch sides, etc.). I assume this would also then rule it out as being the work of stoners.

With regard to this page (external link) on the online version of the Arizona Daily Wildcat, which includes the statement: 

“Marvel, as I have, at how many hours several people can spend trying to decipher the schizophrenic and disjointed ramblings of a former student publications paste-up monkey!”

Bryan responded to this discovery on the Fortean Times Message Board:

“That’s my former co-workers idea of giving me a hard time. That page was part of a demo for something we worked on a long time ago… he never really got into the mystery.

“As for the ‘marvel at’ comment, I was always using the work (Wildcat’s) scanner to scan in all the pages, so I think that’s partially where the ‘at how many hours’ comment came from… pissed him off a little bit since I was constantly taking the scanner.

“But I reiterate, it ain’t me… the MM started somewhere in the late 70’s to early 80’s, when I was growing up in Ohio; a simple check of back issues pretty much takes care of that.”

USEFUL LINKS (Back to Contents)
May Day Mystery, www.maydaymystery.org/mayday (Obviously…)

Fortean Times Message Board at www.forteantimes.com
Online complete book links for the classics and religious texts:

NCSU Libraries, www.lib.ncsu.edu/ 

Project Gutenberg, http://www.promo.net/pg 

Great Books, http://www.mirror.org/books/gb.home.html 
Perseus Digital Library, http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/ 

Classics Collections, http://web.uflib.ufl.edu/cm/classics 

Online Medieval and Classical Library, http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/OMACL 

Internet Classics Library, http://classics.mit.edu/
Etext Library, Virgina, http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/uvaonline.html
Literary Cryptograms (Cryptography Site),

http://www.mirror.org/crypt/litcrypt/index.html 

Christian Classics Ethereal Library, http://www.ccel.org/
The Great American Dollar Bill Locator, www.wheresgeorge.com
MapQuest: Latitude/Longitude, http://www.mapquest.com/maps/latlong.adp
Google – using Google as a dictionary is easy; simply type into the search area the following, without the quotation marks but with the colon, “define: your word”

Wikipedia: The Free Online Encyclopaedia
BabelFish (Translates into English: Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese and Spanish)

Free Translation (Translates into English: Dutch, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish)

APPENDIX A: TIMELINE (Back to Contents)
354 – 430 – St. Augustine of Hippo

c. 360 – c. 420 – Pelagius
1483 – 1546 – Martin Luther
1530


June 25 – Augsburg Confessions (Confessio Augustana)
c. 1866 – 1949 – George Ivanovitch Gurdjieff
1885 – Arizona University founded

1963 

November 22, 12:30 PM C.S.T – J.F.K. assassinated; Founders celebrate (in order for the Founders to have potentially all met each other at Arizona University – hence the use of the ADW – some of the Founders would have had to have been between 12 – 14 years old at this time)

At some point between 1963 and 1972, the Founders meet each other, discover they hold similar viewpoints, and decide to take action against the Catholics, ultimately resulting in the founding of the Orphanage.

So, if this theory is correct, most of the Founders would now be in their early to mid 50s. The concept of the Orphanage probably took a number of years to get rolling, during which time they probably kept in contact and made arrangements to use the ADW as a means of communication.

1969


August 25 - ??? (See May 1, 1991 announcement)

1972 

May 1, 12:00 PM – The Agenda; the Founders swear an Oath to carry out the Agenda by any means necessary

1978


June 8 – Box # 668 is opened (see June 15, 2000 letter)

1981
May 1 – First known announcement

1982


May 1 – first known appearance of SmileyGuy

1994 – 2000 – Bryan attends Arizona University; discovers the May Day pages; joins the ADW

1997 – Bryan establishes the May Day Mystery website

1999 – Orphanage first contacts Bryan et al.

2000


October 11 – The Founders convened and apparently honoured their 1972 Oath and Agenda

